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Water Opera)ons and Studies 
 
It was stated that a DWR hydrograph has demonstrated that the ouKlows rom a 
1/500 year flood could be contained to 150,000 cfs if the reservoir was allowed to 
be emp#ed to eleva#on 813 Q, the bo=om of the spillway gates. 
 
Reservoir Star)ng Eleva)on/Soil Wetness Index/Snow Melt Run off 
 
During discussions of the soil wetness index and its use in reducing the reservoir 
star#ng index (flood pool) the DWR representa#ves agreed that the present 
es#mate was not based on science, unlike the snow melt run off, and that 
therefore could not be used in the forecast of inflows.   It was pointed out that 
thus its use in adjus#ng the flood pool was ques#onable, par#cularly without 
some recogni#on of snow melt run off.   The DWR is con#nuing to study soil 
wetness in the hope that in future it will be sufficiently well understood that it can 
be included in the forecast of inflows. 
 
 


