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FEATHER RIVER RECOVERY ALLIANCE 

(Not Just a Spillway website) 

Formed in Oroville by local business people after 2017 to help recovery 

Submitted a petition to FERC to "hold the DWR accountable" signed by 6,500 citizens 

Has continued to raise concerns with FERC 

Aims to assist in building trust in the DWR 

Has coordinated OCAC Commissioners and concerned citizens in discussions with the USACE and DWR aimed at   understanding water control manual 

Advocates local communities' interest in minimizing risk of inundations and evacuations 



WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED RELEVANT TO THE WCM UPGRADES 

DWR and USAGE personnel stressed that safety would be the top priority. 

The science for forecasting atmospheric storms has radically improved. 

The forecast informed reservoir operation study (FIRO) for Yuba-Oroville was completed last year. This outlines various 

alternatives for relating inflows to releases. The two using forecasts are ID3 and ID4 - see slide 3a. ID4 uses an 
iterative process to balance flood risk with water supply as inflows and inflow forecasts vary. Flood risk and water 

delivery are balanced simultaneously. ID3 preserves the current variable reservation space and requires specific early 

releases for specific inflows and leaves a lot to the DWR's discretion - see slide 3b - unlike ID4, ID3 does not make full 
use of science and offers less protection against extreme storms. Both plans will increase water storage in drought 
years and in the rate years of extreme storms, the lake will be full with ID4 since this includes the managed restoration 

of the reservoir after the storm peak. 

Early releases in advance of storms are key to avoiding serious flooding. 

If the Oroville Reservoir is lowered to the bottom of the gates (813 ft) before the peak of rare heavy storms, we would 
have the 1 in 500 year protection promised when the dam was built. 
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INFLUENCE OF DWR'S 'POLICY' 

In specifying the parameters for the FIRO study, the DWR had a perverse influence 
o Limiting the FIRO study to lowering the reservoir to 835 ft as opposed to the bottom of the gates which

approximately doubled the theoretical risk of damaging floods
o Specifying that only ad additional 200,000 acre feet of flood pool would be offered in the study during years of

heavy precipitation but asked that the flood poll would be reduced in drought years by 400,000 acre feet. This is
not consistent with the declared policy that safety would be the priority

o Not setting an "aspirational goal" for the amount of flood protection to be provided but did have a goal for the
increase in the retention of water

A late January email from the deputy director of DWR stated that "the DWR is looking to use FIRO to gain more 

flood management and water supply benefits from the existing flood reservation space." This eliminated FIRO 
plan 1D4 which involves a variable flood pool. He added that with climate change the protection downstream 
communities can expect will decrease. 

Thus, DWR "policy" has caused the FIRO studies to be flawed and removed the possibility of the WCM updates 
providing protection from the most severe storms that can be expected in the next 500 years while at the same time 
increasing water storage. 












